We give a full account of the Numerical Stochastic Perturbation Theory method for Lattice Gauge Theories. Particular relevance is given to the inclusion of dynamical fermions, which turns out to be surprisingly cheap in this context. We analyse the underlying stochastic process and discuss the convergence properties. We perform some benchmark calculations and -as a byproduct -we present original results for Wilson loops and the 3-loop critical mass for Wilson fermions.
Introduction
Perturbation Theory applied to Quantum Field Theories in Lattice regularization is very difficult. One has to face the difficulty of handling complicated trigonometric functions defined in the Brillouin zone (the momentum space on the lattice). Things become even more cumbersome in the case of Lattice Gauge Theories due to appearance of new Feynman vertices at any new perturbative order. This makes computations extremely difficult at 2-loops level and virtually unfeasible beyond that. Ideally Perturbation Theory would not be necessary on the lattice. However, in practice, it is needed for a number of reasons: to match perturbative results obtained in a continuum regularization (typically MS) with the nonperturbative ones from the lattice; to compute perturbative renormalization factors of bare parameters and operators; to determine the so-called improvement coefficients for lattice actions and operators. In recent years much progress has come from a non-perturbative implementation of many of these tasks. Still, perturbative results are needed when nonperturbative results are not available (and difficult to achieve). Also, one would like to gain insight by comparing perturbative and non-perturbative results (and a fair comparison actually calls for going beyond one loop). In the end, one knows that Perturbation Theory has to be reliable in a given limit of the theory and it is important to carefully assess what the results are in this limit. For a recent review of Perturbation Theory on the lattice see [1] . A pioneering high order (three loops) computation in QCD with Wilson fermions can be found in [2] .
Numerical Stochastic Perturbation Theory (NSPT) was introduced [3, 4] as a numerical application of Stochastic Quantization [5, 6] and successfully applied [7, 8, 9 , 10] to perform high order perturbative calculations in Lattice Gauge Theories (LGT). The basic idea is to integrate on a computer the differential equations of Stochastic Perturbation Theory. This results in a slight modification of a non perturbative Langevin algorithm. Until very recently the applications of NSPT to LGT were limited to the quenched case. Given the similarity between NSPT and a non-perturbative Monte Carlo, one could fear that unquenched NSPT would cost some order of magnitude more than the quenched case, just like the non perturbative algorithm from which it is derived. The main purpose of this paper is to describe the unquenched version of NSPT for LGT and present some benchmark analysis. The good message is that full NSPT is not much more expensive than quenched NSPT, provided a fair efficiency is granted for a basic tool, namely the Fast Fourier Transform. In fact the perturbative expansion of the inverse fermion matrix only requires the inverse of the free fermion matrix. We will show how to efficiently exploit this property.
Since the first introduction of NSPT in [3, 4] , much experience has been collected which brought to a better understanding of the underlying stochastic process. The interest about the stochastic process was strongly motivated by the observation that, when applied to very simple (0-dim) models, NSPT led to very large (and not normally distributed) fluctuations at high orders. These models were studied in [11] . Here we consider specifically the case of LGT. In order to rely on NSPT as a numerical method to extract physical results, one needs to know under which conditions the stochastic process converges to a limit distribution and assess -as much as possible -the properties of the limit distribution and the rate of convergence. We will see that a limit distribution exists, if some kind of gauge fixing has been introduced and if the fields do not contain zero modes. The assessment of the properties of the limit distribution -which is crucial -was already discussed in [11] . There it was shown that LGT do not display the pathological behaviour of the 0-dimensional models, and an argument was given to understand why this happens. As a benchmark for error analysis, in this paper we collect results for a large set of Wilson loops and show how the fluctuations depend on the loop size and the perturbative order.
It is often useful to compute gauge dependent quantities in a fixed gauge. In the context of NSPT a form of gauge fixing is always imposed by a stochastic term inspired to the gauge fixing procedure introduced by Zwanziger in [12] (actually our prescription is a perturbative form of [13] ). However, it is not clear what is the perturbative relation between this gauge fixing and the more popular ones. Still, we can show a simple way to recover Landau gauge fixing. We can also perform computations in covariant gauges without introducing ghost fields. The Faddeev-Popov determinant is represented by the same technique used for the fermionic one.
Another interesting feature of NSPT is the possibility of computing, with the same effort, perturbative expansion around non trivial vacua. The vacua configurations may even be known only numerically.
In section 2 we briefly review how NSPT can be naturally derived from the context of Stochastic Quantization and how this can be specified to the case of LGT. In section 3 we concentrate on the analysis of the NSPT stochastic process for LGT: we first explain why a stochastic gauge fixing is needed and how it can be practically implemented; then we show how the modes with zero momenta must be regularized in this context. These corrections allow us to prove the convergence of the stochastic process. We conclude the section with a comment on simulation times and their dependence on the lattice volume and the maximum perturbative order. In the same spirit of assessing the efficiency of the method we also perform the error analysis of a large set of Wilson loops in the quenched approximation, discussing the dependence on the loop size and the perturbative order. Section 4 is devoted to the illustration of some special applications. First we show how to evaluate in perturbation theory gauge dependent quantities in Landau gauge. We also comment on the strategy for the implementation of the Faddeev-Popov mechanism for general covariant gauges. Some more comments on this subject are differed to the following discussion of fermions, since it relies on the same technique. We then consider perturbative expansions around non trivial vacua. Section 5 is devoted to the inclusion of dynamical fermions, while in section 6 we present benchmark unquenched computations for n f = 2 Wilson fermions, i.e. Wilson loops and the critical mass to the third order. In each section we also provide directions for a practical implementation of the method in a Monte Carlo simulation. In section 7 we give our conclusions.
From Stochastic quantization to NSPT for Lattice Gauge Theories
2.1. Stochastic Quantization. NSPT was introduced [3, 4] as a numerical application of Stochastic Quantization [5, 6] . It is well known that from the latter one can formulate a Stochastic Perturbation Theory, which converges (in a sense that will be clear in a moment) to the standard perturbative expansion of field theories. NSPT is nothing but the numerical implementation of this program. In order to fix the main ideas and introduce the notation let us remind the fundamental assertion of Stochastic Quantization. One starts with an action for a field theory S[φ] and aims at computing expectation values with respect to the path integral measure, i.e.
O[φ] = Dφ O[φ] e −S[φ]
Dφ e −S [φ] .
The basic fields of the theory are now given an extra degree of freedom t (φ(x) → φ η (x; t)).
One can think of it as a fictitious (stochastic) time in which an evolution takes place according to the Langevin equation
The first term is the drift term given by the equations of motion (which would drive the field to the classical solution). One adds to the latter a Gaussian noise
where
.
η is the source of the stochastic nature of the process (this motivates the notation φ η ). The natural expectation values to compute in this framework are with respect to this noise. The main assertion of Stochastic Quantization is that [5] (
which means that in the limit of the stochastic time going to infinity expectation values of the field with respect to the Gaussian noise converge to the functional integral expectation values one is interested in
1
. One can now move to Stochastic Perturbation Theory (SPT) by noting that S[φ] can be written as a sum
, in which an interaction part S I (which is a function of a coupling constant g) has been singled out. For the free field action S 0 [φ] an integral solution for the Langevin equation exists, which is written (often in momentum space) in terms of a Green function. For the full theory, the Langevin equation can be converted into an integral equation, whose iterative solution as a series in the coupling constant actually results in SPT. This is the original approach to SPT, for which the interested reader can refer to [5] . Notice that this same approach can be recovered by looking for a solution of the Langevin equation as a (formal) series in the coupling constant
If one plugs this expansion in the Langevin equation, the latter gets translated into a hierarchy of equations, which one can exactly truncate at any given order. Their solutions are the same integral expressions mentioned above. In the simple case of a bosonic non-gauge theory 2 it is possible to show that stochastic diagrams are generated, which can be evaluated in the t → ∞ limit. In this limit they reconstruct the contribution of the standard Feynman diagrams [14] . Another, more formal, proof of the equivalence of SPT and standard field theoretic Perturbation Theory relies on the formalism of the Fokker-Planck equation 3 : we will sketch very briefly what is the content of [15] , to which we refer the interested reader. Let us first of all remind that the fundamental assertion contained in Eq. (2) can be rephrased in terms of a distribution function of the field. The first step is the introduction of a stochastic time dependent distribution function for the field according to 
The essential steps taken in [15] can be summarized as in the following.
• P [φ, t] is expanded as a power series in the coupling of the theory
This also turns the Fokker-Plank equation into a hierarchy of equations. By inspecting these, the following results can be obtained.
• One can prove that
, i.e. P 0 [φ, t] converges to the free field path integral measure.
• In a convenient weak sense it is also true that
• The various P eq k [φ] are related by a set of relations in which one recognizes the Schwinger-Dyson equations. Since the solutions of the Schwinger-Dyson equations are unique in Perturbation Theory, one has recovered the standard field theoretic perturbative expansion.
• In the case of gauge theories, a key role in getting through the steps sketched above is played by the so called Stochastic Gauge Fixing.
This ends our introduction to Stochastic Quantization and Stochastic Perturbation Theory. As already said, NSPT is a numerical implementation of SPT, which in particular we apply to LGT. The numerical nature opens the door to all the problems of numerical stability. It also motivates a peculiar treatment of the question of convergence properties of NSPT stochastic process for LGT, which we will address in section 3. As motivated in the introduction, this issue is a practically important one. This will also lead us to the introduction of Stochastic Gauge Fixing, which, as said, is crucial for the results of [15] . We now show the practical implementation of NSPT for LGT.
2.2.
NSPT for Lattice Gauge Theories. Consider the Euclidean Wilson action (for the gauge group SU(N c )):
Just as before, Stochastic Quantization amounts to considering a set of fields U xµ (t; η) which, besides the usual dependence on space-time (x ∈ R 4 ) and direction (µ = 0 . . . 3), also depend on the stochastic time t ∈ R and (parametrically) on a random field η. The Langevin equation for the U fields now reads
,
Uxµ is a left derivative on the group. We recall the definition of the Lie derivative (V is an element of the relevant Lie group)
whose relevant property is that integration by part is admitted. The T a are the hermitian generators of the algebra
δ ab ). The η(t) = T a η a (t) are now random fields with a Gaussian distribution that satisfies
and higher cumulants vanish. Again, one can prove [5, 6] that under these assumptions the gauge fields distribute according to the measure e −S[U ] in the limit of large t. In other words (if U(t; η) is a solution of (6) determined by η):
Having in mind a numerical integration on a computer, the Langevin time can be discretized (with step ǫ and t = nǫ). Following [16] , one can check that a solution to (6) is given by
and the matrix degrees of freedom of the random field η are subjected to
Eq. (7) is basically an Euler scheme for Eq. (6) taking care of not leaving the group manifold.
Being an Euler scheme, results are to be extrapolated linearly as ǫ → 0 in order to recover a solution of Eq. (6) . Notice also that the drift F xµ is a local expression: in order to update the link U xµ it suffices to compute the plaquettes U P insisting on U xµ .
One can now proceed as stated above. Since ∇S G obviously depends on the coupling, also the fields {U xµ (t; η)} acquire a dependence on β through the Langevin equation (6) . As a consequence we can write, at least formally,
The expansion starts with the unity operator. This is actually a choice for the vacuum configuration around which we are going to compute perturbative corrections. As we will see later, this is not the only possible choice. Due to the presence of a β in front of the Wilson action, if one now plugs the expansion (10) in F , the latter starts at order √ β for 4 We will often omit the space-time and direction indices as well as explicit η dependence whenever it is reasonable to assume that no confusion can be made. For instance U (t) = U xµ (t; η), and η a (t) = η a xµ (t). 5 In this formula the focus is on matrix indices. z and w are multi-indices collecting the space and (stochastic) time degrees of freedom.
the drift term, while has a zero order contribution from the random field η. This makes a perturbative evaluation of Eq. (7) inconsistent. However we can redefine the time step ǫ ′ = ǫβ, in such a way that the first non zero contribution to F is of order
and it comes both from the drift and from the random noise η.
The introduction of the expansion (10) inside the Langevin equation transforms (7) into a system of equations, one for each perturbative component of the field 6 :
. . .
Again, the system of equations above can be consistently truncated anywhere. In fact the equation for U (k) only depends on fields of equal or lower perturbative order. Moreover the dependence on U (k) in the k−th equation is trivial. As already pointed out, η only enters F (1) , so that the first order explicitly depends on the noise, while higher orders are stochastic via the dependence on lower orders. Again, having adhered to an Euler scheme, results have to be extrapolated linearly as ǫ → 0.
2.2.1.
A numerical strategy. In the end NSPT simply amounts to integrate the equations (11) on a computer, i.e. we are now going to sketch the strategy for a perturbative Monte Carlo. If we want to perform a perturbative calculation to the order g n we need to replicate the gauge configuration n times, and evolve the whole set according to the Langevin system (11) . An important practical advantage of this method is that it can be coded by introducing very few modifications to a non perturbative Monte Carlo program for a local field theory. We have so far discussed the perturbative expansion of the Langevin equation. This choice is not essential: we could have chosen other stochastic dynamics, as long as they are based on differential equations (see for instance [17, 18, 19] ). Notice however that there is no possible perturbative expansion for an accept/reject Metropolis step, hence there is no NSPT analogous for such a kind of updating algorithm. In practice the mechanism of replicating the fields in perturbative orders consists in introducing in the field configuration the dependence on a new index (the perturbative order itself). Notice that any algebraic operation must be expanded perturbatively:
Any measurement code for any observable 7 can be adapted to the present context by following the rules above. What we are typically interested in are the coefficients of the expansion
which also appear naturally as variables having a perturbative index and obeying the same multiplication rules (12) . 6 We move to a lighter notation and write for the Euler step U ′ = e −F U . 7 As for fermionic or gauge fixed observables see the relative sections. 8 We adopt the notation for a generic field theory.
The average over the noise fields η is reproduced, as usual, by averaging over a single long history, provided that one takes into account the autocorrelation at length n
Finally notice that, if a non perturbative code is written by means of an object oriented language (where, typically, matrix operations are realized through the definition of suitable operators acting on classes), then the modifications just described could be really minor ones.
A drawback of the method is the high request for memory (of course also the Floating Point operations requested by (12) increase with the perturbative order). These requirements however are achievable given our current computing power.
The implementation of NSPT for fermions is quite different, and we will discuss it in section 5.
2.2.2.
The point of view of the algebra. The expansion (10) may appear quite strange. As a matter of fact, one is quite familiar with a non perturbative formulation of Wilson action whose fields are the U xµ , which take their values in the group. On the other side, Perturbation Theory amounts to taking into accounts fluctuations around a vacuum configuration, which naturally results in considering the Lie algebraic fields A xµ . NSPT does not perform anything strange with this respect. One can also work with field variables which live in the algebra, where our perturbative expansion reads
This is perfectly equivalent. There is of course a perturbative relation between the two expansions:
The transformation (15) between the U's and A's variables can of course be performed exactly at any finite order g n . We should stress once again the choice of the vacuum (background) configuration which is embedded in (15) . The Lie algebraic solution of the equations of motion is the usual (trivial) perturbative vacuum A xµ = 0, so that the first non zero order is given by fluctuations of order O(g) (i.e., in our preferred notation, O(
). This, in turn, results in (10) being expressed as 1 plus fluctuations of order O(
). It is worth to stress that in going from one notation to the other one has to handle the trivial series expansions of log(1 + x) and exp(x), which can again be coded in an order by order notation according to the rules (12) . The constraint of unitarity on the original (not expanded) U xµ fields is translated into the usual (anti)hermitian, traceless nature of the A's fields
TrA (k) = 0 ∀k, 9 One could observe that a better notation for the A field would be A xµ (t; η)
. This would enlighten the fact the first term in the expansion of A is actually a free field. Still, the bookkeeping of indices is more convenient in our notation, which is the reason for our choice.
i.e. the A (k) are still Lie algebraic fields. Notice that on the other hand there is no simple algebraic characterization of the U (k) fields, which are with this respect in a sense less fundamental. However, the transformation (15) suffices to ensure that the fundamental relation UU † = 1 = U † U is satisfied at every finite order in the coupling constant (via highly non linear relations). Once expansions have been made, no matter what the choice of notation is, one has effectively decompactified the formulation of the theory (but this is not of course a feature of NSPT, but of Perturbation Theory itself).
During the evolution it is necessary to periodically enforce the SU(3) group constraints, which may be spoiled by round-off errors. In our case this has to be done on the perturbative expansion of the gauge variables. The constraints are easier to enforce on the Lie algebra fields A (k) . This is not the only advantage of working with variables living in the algebra. One can also get a non irrelevant saving of memory. In fact the highest order of the field typically only appears in observables linearly under trace, so that A (kmax) can be omitted completely. On the other side the point of view of the algebra is less natural (in the end, Wilson action is formulated in terms of the U's). For instance the Langevin system of equations (11) gets much more involved:
For this reason we usually prefer the expansion entailed in Eq. (10), even if for certain operations it is useful to switch to the algebra.
Analysis of the stochastic process
The discussion above shows that the perturbative coefficients O k in Eq. (13) correspond to well defined combinations of correlation functions of the stochastic processes φ (j) (t). We now want to stress once again that NSPT is a numerical implementation of Stochastic Perturbation Theory. With this respect not only the existence of limit distributions matters, but also the properties of convergence. In principle one would like to characterize as best as possible the stochastic processes in order to rely on NSPT as a computational tool. We will now restrict our attention to the case of gauge theories and in order to gain insight we will address in the following the study of the generic correlation function of M perturbative components of the fields
One can think of this expression as entering the perturbative expansion of a generic observable. Notice however that taken by itself the previous expression is by far more general. After showing that all such correlations have a finite limit for t → ∞, we will collect some results about the rate of convergence of these expressions. As a matter of fact, this will give us the chance to motivate some prescriptions in the implementation of NSPT for LGT, in particular the Stochastic Gauge Fixing, which is crucial, as already said, to demonstrate the results of [15] . The same questions were studied in [11] for some simple models. The purpose of this section is to analyse the peculiarities of LGT. This will lead us to the introduction of Stochastic Gauge Fixing and the regularization of zero modes.
Let us start considering the process defined by (11) (or equivalently (16)), with F given in (8) . It is not difficult to see that a limit distribution cannot exist. To illustrate this point we consider the system in a continuum regularization. The Langevin equation then reads (D ab ν is the gauge covariant derivative; no expansion has yet been made)
. The formal solution for the perturbative components of the fields (the solutions of the analogous to (11) and (16)) reads (in Fourier space)
where T ab µν and L ab µν are the abelian transverse and longitudinal projectors
The function f (n) represents the interaction term, which only contains perturbative components of the field of order strictly lower than n
Here I (3)(n)a µ and I (4)(n)a µ are the n−th perturbative components of three and four gluons interaction. For instance
A first divergence appears projecting the formal solution (18) by the longitudinal abelian projector L µν . Along such directions the expanded Langevin system (16) presents no damping factor e −k 2 t , for any of the perturbative components A
The field A (0) clearly diverges like a random walk (along such degrees of freedom). The behaviour of the higher perturbative components is difficult to predict in general. However, since the longitudinal components of A (n) only depend on the {A (m) | m < n}, it is natural to expect diverging fluctuations at any order as was indeed observed in [3] .
In the lattice regularization the interaction terms f (n) become much more complicated, but the argument for expecting a divergence remains unchanged. This problem is not avoided if we choose to work with the U variables (as in (11)), instead of the algebra ones A (as in (16)). In fact, once the fields are perturbatively expanded, even the U variables do not live in a compact set anymore.
A second source of divergence comes from the zero modes, since also for these no damping factor is present (see (18) ). On a finite lattice the integration over momenta is substituted by a finite sum, and the degrees of freedom corresponding to k = 0 give a finite contribution, enhanced in small lattices. This divergence results from a very similar mechanism as the one associated to the gauge degrees of freedom.
None of these difficulties is peculiar of stochastic quantization. The first one appears whenever a perturbative expansion is introduced. In the traditional functional approach this implies the impossibility of defining the propagator, which is necessary to make perturbation theory meaningful. On a finite lattice, moreover, Perturbation Theory also faces the second problem: loops contributions are given by finite sums that in general entail singularities at k = 0. In both cases the phenomenon is related to the appearance of a zero eigenvalue in the action. In the stochastic approach a zero eigenvalue leaves the corresponding degrees of freedom without an attractive force, and diverging fluctuations (random walks like) can appear. This is not a problem if one is interested in the analytical computation of gauge invariant quantities. This was the spirit of the original proposal of Parisi and Wu [5] . However, what we have in mind is a numerical computation. From this point of view, diverging fluctuations -even in intermediate quantities -can be a serious problem, as it is clear from the plots in [3] .
3.1. Stochastic gauge fixing. Stochastic gauge fixing was introduced in [12] in order to provide the stochastic quantization approach with a non perturbative procedure of gauge fixing. The idea is to add a term to the Langevin equation such that the evolution of gauge invariant quantities is not affected. For instance in a continuum regularization we can write:
where V a [A, t] is an arbitrary non gauge invariant functional. The evolution of a generic functional F [A] is given by
which is not affected by the presence of
One can also prove that the choice of Zwanziger
introduces a force that keeps limited the norms of the gauge fields. When we use a lattice regularization and the gauge variables live in the group, a generic gauge transformation has the form
where w is a field defined on the lattice sites and it takes values in the algebra. In this case a choice corresponding to (19) for the variation of the gauge field (modulo lattice artifacts)
The strategy in this case [13] is to alternate a Langevin evolution step of order ǫ with an order ǫ gauge transformation chosen as (21) . That means that α must be rescaled with ǫ in the real simulations. Again one can show that such an operation introduces a force that keeps the norm of the gauge field limited. The iteration of (21) alone would drive the system towards a minimum of the gauge field norm
Notice that this results in fixing a popular gauge, since such a minimum is characterized by the Landau condition
There is a natural NSPT implementation of (21):
This prescription results in having also the gauge transformation implemented as a perturbative expansion. To be definite
x + . . . As expected, the (order by order) gauge transformation does not change the overall perturbative structure of the field, which is again 1 plus fluctuations of order O(β − 1 2 ). After the introduction of Stochastic Gauge Fixing the stochastic dynamics to implement is thus
where one should keep in mind that everything is to be implemented order by order and F and w have to be taken as in Eq. (8) and Eq (21) . Notice that there is a very simple way of looking at Eq (23), which can be rewritten to O(ǫ) as
. The effect of performing the gauge transformation after the Langevin step is equivalent to taking the Langevin step on a gauge equivalent configuration, but with a choice of η given by e wx η xµ e −wx (random field is gauge covariant, while equations of motion are gauge invariant). With this respect it is obvious why the gauge invariant quantities are not affected in the asymptotic limit of averaging over η.
Let us now proceed to understand what is the effect of Stochastic Gauge Fixing. This turns out to provide a force that keeps contained all the gauge degrees of freedom of all the perturbative components of the fields. In fact consider again how the Langevin equation (in Fourier space, in continuum regularization) is modified by the gauge fixing term: 11 Here ∂ L is the backward derivative.
where I (GF )a µ (k; t) is the new three gluon interaction term introduced by gauge fixing. From the equation above one can obtain a system of equations as in (16) and obtain a formal solution which reads (instead of (18)
One can see that now the longitudinal (L µν ) degrees of freedom have a damping factor. We will use this observation in section 3.3 where we will consider the problem of the convergence of the process. The reader is referred to the figures in [3] to have a feeling of how effectively Stochastic Gauge Fixing keeps fluctuations under control.
The relation between Stochastic Gauge Fixing and the Faddeev-Popov prescription [20] was first studied in [21] . In section 4.1 we will show how it is possible to recover the case of the Landau gauge.
3.2.
Regularization of the zero modes. The problem of zero modes manifests itself in the formal solutions (18) and (25) . As already pointed out, the mechanism that leads to gradually diverging fluctuations is analogous to the one related to gauge degrees of freedom. Notice that in a finite lattice regularization the contribution of zero modes is finite, and particularly relevant for small lattices. It is interesting to notice that a similar problem occurs in finite volume lattice perturbation theory. The generic form for a given Feynman graph is in this case a finite sum which in general entails a singularity for zero momentum. A common prescription consists in simply dropping the k = 0 contribution [22] . This is expected to reproduce the perturbative expansion of the lattice regularized functional integral in the infinite volume limit. In order to compute the perturbative expansion exactly associated to a lattice regularization in any finite volume one should define a consistent prescription in both perturbative and non perturbative context (for example with twisted boundary conditions [23] [24]). One possible choice for NSPT is to impose such a kind of boundary conditions. Another (simpler) approach is the subtraction of zero modes that can be obtained by imposing the condition:
This means that there is no zero mode contribution to the field. This should be regarded as a prescription on a single mode, becoming irrelevant in the infinite volume limit for a quantity which does not have IR problems. This constraint must be imposed at each evolution step and for all perturbative orders. In fact the Gaussian noise η a µ (x) gives a contribution to the zero modes at each evolution step. Moreover the zero modes of higher orders take contributions also from non zero modes of the lower orders. For instance
To keep condition (26), we enforce it after each evolution step.
3.3.
Convergence of the process. Now we come to the question of convergence of correlation functions of M perturbative components of the fields (17), which in momentum space read (27) 1≤j≤M
As already pointed out, the correlation function above is more general than the perturbative component of an observable, which is already known to converge [15] . However these are the basic elements which build any observable, and we want to make sure that all of them converge, in order to have a safe numerical algorithm. Notice that we are not interested in the continuum or thermodynamic limits, at this stage. We are simply concerned with the existence of a limit distribution for every given finite lattice, where the simulations are performed. Therefore, for the rest of this section, a finite lattice is always understood. The proof of convergence was given in [11] in the case of a 'zero dimensional' field theory. Since the argument is essentially the same, here we will only stress what is peculiar for a 4-dimensional gauge field theory.
First notice that any correlation function of free fields A (0) converges at least as O(e −q 2 t ), where q is the lowest Fourier component that contributes to the correlation. This result may be easily obtained by using the Langevin equation for free fields.
Let us now define the total perturbative order of (27) as P tot = j p j . The idea is to reduce any function like (27) to a sum of correlations of free fields. This is done by showing that (27) can be written as a sum of correlations that have either a strictly lower P tot , or the same P tot but a strictly lower number of fields.
First of all we write (25) in a discretized Langevin time t = Nǫ (and α = 1).
It is worth noting that the previous expression is valid for all degrees of freedom (and with all k 2 > 0) only because of the gauge fixing and zero momenta subtraction described in the previous sections.
By inserting (28) in (27) and taking first the limit ǫ → 0 (at t = Nǫ fixed) and then the limit t → ∞ one finds:
The argument to deduce (29) is given in [11] , for the case of a 0-dimensional field theory. The only difference here is that fields are now labeled by discrete momenta (remember that we are in a finite lattice). As a consequence the correlation functions of two fields have a decay constant which depends on momenta and gives the momentum dependent factor in front of the square bracket.
By iteration of (29) P tot times, the initial correlation function is reduced to a finite sum of correlation functions of free fields. This proves that any correlation function (27) has a finite limit for t → ∞.
We now come to the point of the convergence rate. For free fields the convergence to equilibrium may be checked directly and it turns out to be
where q 2 is the lowest Fourier component entering the correlation function. Correlations involving higher perturbative components of the fields also have the same exponential damping factor. However also power corrections appear, such as
where p is of the order of P tot . For a given observable at a given perturbative order, it is therefore possible to estimate the time scale in which convergence to equilibrium should occur. This is in practice very important. Of course one would like to know the size of all the moments of the distributions, which tells the size of the fluctuations at equilibrium. However the determination of such moments is not easier than determining the perturbative coefficients themselves, and even for the toy models studied in [11] only partial results could be attained. The analysis of the fluctuations must be done for any new observable, by means of the statistical analysis described in [11] .
We want to stress the reassuring message coming from [11] : one does not observe in the case of LGT the pathological behaviour of very large (and not normally distributed) fluctuations at high orders which we found in very simple (0-dim) models. In the spirit of illustrating what are the typical fluctuations one has to live with, in the following we perform an error analysis on a benchmark computation, i.e. a large set of Wilson loops.
3.4. Analysis of performances and simulation time. Before analyzing the fluctuations of a particular observable, let us consider the computer time needed for a single Langevin iteration. Together with autocorrelation this will provide a precise estimate of the cost of reaching a given precision. A quick inspection of the algorithm suggests a dependence on the linear lattice size (L) and the maximum perturbative order (p) as
In fact the algorithm for pure gauge fields scales with the volume of the lattice, and most of the time is spent in performing order by order multiplications. This formula fits well the timings we measured (see Table 1 ). The above considerations are of course not conclusive, since they only deal with crude execution times. In order to further comment on the efficiency of the method, we present in the following the error analysis of a large set of Wilson loops. In this context we will also add something about autocorrelation.
Wilson loops in quenched NSPT.
The results on Wilson loops we are going to present were used in [9] to compute in Lattice Perturbation Theory the static potential, from which the static self-energy was in turn computed. The results for the Wilson loops themselves have not yet been published till now. Apart from the interest for reconstructing the static potential, Wilson loops have many other reasons to be regarded as interesting (for a discussion and a good list of references see for example [25] ). On top of that they are in a sense also a typical benchmark. One can find other perturbative computations of these quantities, either in the standard approach (even an incomplete list of reference should at least cite [26, 22, 27, 25] ) and by a less conventional technique ( [28] ). To our knowledge the list of results we present here is the largest available at the moment.
The expansion (10) was made up to the maximal order k = 6, so that we could obtain results up to O(β −3 ). This was done on a 32 4 lattice. This size was the largest which was possible to simulate at this given order (third, as counted in the physical expansion parameter) on the computing facility available to us at that time (it was an APE100 in the crate configuration, with 128 Floating Point Units (FPU's) and extended memory, for a total peak performance of 6.4 × 10 9 Floating Point operations per second, i.e. 6.4 GFlops). Notice however that any execution time we report in this paper refers to the APEmille architecture, which is the one currently in use.
Measurements are taken by following a common procedure in Monte Carlo simulations. One first lets the system thermalize and then starts collecting configurations which are stored and used to measure various observables. Notice that in the case of NSPT this results in a database which asks for a big storage area. Since the fields are replicated in perturbative orders, one single configuration of a 32
4 lattice up to sixth order amounts to 1.7 Gbytes of binary data 12 . As already pointed out several times, configurations have to be collected at least at two different values of the Euler time step. An important issue is of course the decision on the frequency at which one should write out the configurations. We usually measure Wilson loops (for which many results are already known at least up to g 4 order) to decide when the system is effectively thermalized (one can check several sizes and so several effective scales). We also monitor on the fly at least the basic plaquette (which is anyway measured to compute the equations of motion entailed in F ) in order to estimate the autocorrelation time at least for such a (very) local quantity. Some autocorrelation measurements for the plaquette on a 32
4 lattice are given in Table 2 . We did not attempt a precise determination of the autocorrelation of each Wilson loop, since no long enough history is available. Instead we analysed them by the bootstrap method. NSPT results should in general be analysed by means of the bootstrap method as described in [11] . This is necessary also to take into account the possibility that fluctuations are not normally distributed. As already said, however, by inspection of frequencies histograms up to α 10 it turns out that no huge deviations from normality are observed in the case of LGT. In fact the bootstrap analysis coincides with the traditional one. This phenomenon is not difficult to understand if one considers the origin of the large fluctuations in 0-dimensional models [11] .
We collect our results for all the Wilson loops up to 16 × 16 in Appendix A. Of course there are larger and larger finite sizes effects. Comparing results with smaller lattice sizes suggests that for loops up to the extension 6 × 6 finite size effects are roughly of the order of the statistical errors. Deviations of the order of a few percent occur at g 6 for both loop sizes of the order of half the lattice size. Results were obtained out of measurements of 120 configurations. By inspection of the results one can see that relative errors range from order 10 −4 for leading order up to 10 −3 for third order. Actually the ratios of relative errors at different orders stay much the same for various loop sizes. At fixed order, relative errors increase roughly linearly with the loop size (perimeter, actually), which is quite reasonable.
Other applications
4.1. Perturbative expansion for gauge-fixed observables. Once Stochastic Gauge Fixing has entered our prescriptions for NSPT simulations, any correlation of gauge fields converges and also non gauge invariant quantities are calculable. It is interesting to inspect how one gets a stable signal also for non gauge invariant quantities: in figure 1 an example of the evolution of a gauge dependent observable (the trace of the link). Even if it is not easy in general to make contact with the standard covariant gauges result, the latter can be easily recovered in the case of Landau gauge. The strategy is the same used in standard (non perturbative) Monte Carlo simulations. One first produces a thermalized configuration and then fixes the gauge. The Landau gauge condition is easy to attain if one consider Eq. (21). If iterated, that gauge transformation drives the minimization of the norm functional, which results in turn in the Landau condition 13 . This gauge transformation is by far more effective if Fourier accelerated, as pointed out in [13] . Figure 2 shows how the quantities
xµ ) are minimized by the iteration of (the order by order version of) Eq. (21), ensuring to machine precision the Landau condition at 13 Notice that this is true at every perturbative order. 
every perturbative order.
We make a last point on gauge fixed computations. As it was first proposed in [29] a very appealing feature of NSPT is that there is also a way to obtain covariant gauges results. Without entering into details, it suffices to recall the basic formula of the Faddeev-Popov procedure [20] , i.e. the complete measure in the path integral
where one usually chooses (covariant gauges)
In the previous formula a gauge fixing action has been added to the gauge (in our case, Wilson) action, but this, as we know, is not the end of the story: one must also keep into account the determinant of the Faddeev-Popov operator. Even if one can always define a new contribution to the action by
the previous expression is in standard Perturbation Theory almost useless. One trades the non locality of this action with the introduction of the (spurious) ghost degrees of freedom. In NSPT one instead makes direct use of the (Tr ln L) action. Since the mechanism is just the same that makes it possible to treat also the fermionic determinant, we differ a few comments on this point to section 5.
4.2.
Perturbative expansion around non trivial vacua. Any perturbative expansion must be performed around a fixed vacuum configuration. One nice feature of NSPT is its flexibility with respect to different choices of the perturbative vacuum. In this very brief section we will show how, from a technical point of view, NSPT only needs very few modifications when the perturbative vacuum is not the usual one (defined by U = 1). This is not difficult to understand, since a vacuum configuration is basically a solution of the equations of motion around which the solution of Langevin equation fluctuates in force of the random noise. In order to illustrate this possibility we will just give the relevant recipe in one example: the vacuum configuration of the Schroedinger Functional scheme [30] .
In the approach of [30] the following boundary conditions are fixed for links pointing in all space-like directions at the (boundary) time slices (x 0 = 0 and x 0 = T )
We are not interested here in the precise form of the C and C ′ (which are SU(3) matrices). The classical solution with these boundary conditions is
The strategy in this case simply consists in replacing (10) with:
Apart from that, only slight modifications are needed. We are not going into details here. Figure 3 shows a typical signal for Schroedinger Functional NSPT (it is the leading order plaquette). We conclude with a last, trivial remark: it makes no difference how complicated the vacuum configuration is. Such configuration could even be known only numerically, for example from a quenching procedure minimizing the equations of motion. 
Inclusion of dynamical fermions
We now come to the discussion of how to include the contribution coming from fermionic loops. This was first discussed in [31] and a first, preliminary discussion of the implementation can be found in [32] . Let us first of all define our notation. We write M[U] for the fermion matrix (i.e. the Dirac operator). Even if most of what follows is valid for a wide class of fermionic action, we will specify to the case of Wilson fermions (which is the case for which we will present prototype results later) with Wilson parameter r = 1:
Let us also write down the explicit form of the matrix element of M[U]:
In the following we will drop in our notation the dependence of M on U. We will also make no comment on the dependence on the number of flavors n f , since it is trivial to work it out. Actually most of the NSPT simulations that we have been running involve a couple of degenerate massless quarks. This is the most relevant case, for example for the computation of renormalization constants for QCD. The functional integral for the fermionic degrees of freedom can be computed, resulting in the well known fermionic determinant contribution det M. It is worth to recall here the point that we have already made in the previous section: the Faddeev-Popov action has the same determinant structure [29] and this means that the strategy for including fermions is just the same needed to implement the Faddeev-Popov procedure (without ghost fields). We will come back to this point later.
Once the fermionic contribution has been integrated out, the result appears as a determinant and one has to manage a path integral which is integrated only on the gauge degrees of freedom, but with a new weight given by
In the previous formula one has rewritten the determinant as a contribution to a new (effective) gluonic action.
Let us see what is the effect of this on the prescription for writing down the Langevin equation (6) . One simply needs to replace
Eq. (34) asks for computing the trace of a product of two matrices: the Lie derivative of the Dirac operator and the inverse of the Dirac operator itself. The real difficulty does not come from the Lie derivative, which is pretty simple, since it is substantially local:
The difficult task comes from having to face an inverse, i.e. non-locality. Eq. (34) and the solution given to it by the Cornell group [16] were in a sense a prototype for fermionic simulations. The idea is to introduce another Gaussian source ξ ξ i ξ j ξ = δ ij which enters the new version of Eq. (8), which reads
In the previous formula all the repeated indices are to be summed over, keeping also in mind that k, l, n are multi-indices, to be intended as in Eq. (32) . This of course means that the field ξ has got, on top of position (or momentum), the degrees of freedom of a so-called spin-color field. The evolution of the process will now average both on η and on ξ. The average on ξ will in particular results in 
As already pointed out, this was in a sense a prototype solution for fermionic simulations of Wilson fermions action. One has ended up with the inversion of a sparse matrix on a given vector. Of course the fact that the matrix M is sparse is crucial for the actual efficiency of the method. We now proceed to our NSPT version of the algorithm. Both Eq. (34) and the prescription entailed in Eq. (36) can be simply translated according to our order by order prescription. This means first of all that the matrix M itself gets expanded as a power series
By direct inspection of Eq. (32) one realizes that the expansion of M is trivial (it depends linearly on the U xµ ):
The only non-trivial feature of the previous expression is that also the mass acquires an expansion. This is due to counterterms, as we will discuss later. Much the same holds for ∇ a xµ M, as it appears from Eq. (35) . One now has to face the inversion of M as a matrix power expansion. It is easy to compute
The notation enlightens the fact that the zeroth-order of the inverse is the inverse of the zeroth-order. As for higher orders, a simple recursive relation holds:
We now mimic the construction in Eq. (36) introducing the new random field ξ. Notice that this is a field with no power expansion. Once the product (∇ a xµ M) (M −1 ) has got translated in a matrix power expansion (i.e. it has become a matrix sum of perturbative orders), the ξ's are in charge of taking the (stochastically evaluated) trace of the various orders, which results in getting the power expansion of Tr ((∇ a xµ M)M −1 ). Just as in Eq. (37) it was useful to introduce the vector ψ, it is now useful to define a (power expanded) new field
We now have a compact expression for the n th order of the fermionic contribution in Eq. (37) 14 , which reads
Having already made the point that a simple recursive formula holds for Eq. (40), it is straightforward to notice that a similar relation holds for the computation of the fields ψ (j) :
5.1.
The actual implementation of unquenched NSPT. The structure of the original (non perturbative) Eq. (37) is that of a scalar product: one starts constructing ψ (which is the solution of a sparse system), then apply the matrix (∇ a xµ M) to it and finally contracts with ξ. The NSPT version has of course the same overall structure, provided that every operation is intended as order by order (and with the caveat that the field ξ has only zero order). We now proceed to illustrate why there is a natural and efficient way of implementing this program on a computer.
• Eq. (42) (or Eq. (40)) makes it clear that there is no matrix inversion to undertake.
The only inverse matrix is the zero order M (0) −1 , which does not depend on the fields and is the standard tree level Feynman propagator, diagonal in momentum and color space
The only problem associated to this expression is its computation at k = 0 in case of zero bare mass. Various infrared regularizations are available: leave a small mass, introduce anti-periodic boundary conditions for the fermionic fields in time direction or constrain the zero mode degree of freedom to zero. To produce the results in the present work the last choice was adopted. We checked stability of results with respect to the use of a small mass. More on this in section 6.2
• Notice that Eq. (42) suggests the construction of the various orders ψ (n) in a sequential way. At every order only one application of M (0) −1 is needed and the propagator operates on a sum of already computed quantities (i.e. lower order ψ's). While M (0) −1 is diagonal in momentum space, all the operators needed to construct this sum (i.e. the various orders of M) are almost diagonal in configuration space. This suggest the strategy of going back and forth from Fourier space.
• This structure is common to many fermionic regularizations. This is also the right point to go back to the Faddeev-Popov determinant. In the latter case the zero order inverse is again reminiscent of a tree level propagator, but this time a scalar one 15 . As for higher orders, these are in the case of Faddeev-Popov determinant naturally expressed in the adjoint representation. The strategy of going back and forth from Fourier space stays much the same.
• Previous considerations clearly stress the need for a reasonably efficient Fast Fourier Transform (FFT ). Apart from the stochastic dynamics, actually momentum space is the natural stage also for the measurement of observables which are diagonal in that space (think about quark bilinears).
• By inspecting Eq. (36) one can not recognize whether the effective time scales associated to the gauge and (pseudo)fermions drifts are the same. This is a very general and well known point [33] . Besides this observation, even if one decides to make use of the same time step for both drifts, it is anyway useful to take advantage of the fact that one can always live with O(ǫ) errors. In our Euler scheme this is an effect which has to be in any case extrapolated to zero. As a matter of fact the computations of the gauge and (pseudo)fermions contribution to the drift are quite different from the point of view of the actual implementation on a computer. This suggests to break down the evolution step in the following way:
-Evolution by the pure gauge contribution to the drift F gauge = ǫ ∇S G + √ ǫ η.
-Construction of the ψ (n) ; this is the only non-local piece of the computation, the non-locality being anyway traded for multiple applications of an FFT, after which every operation is indeed local.
-Evolution by the fermionic contribution to the drift F f erm = ǫ Re (ξ † (∇M)ψ). This does not present any structural difference with respect to the first module.
One should always keep in mind that also a step of Stochastic Gauge Fixing has to be taken at the end of this sequence.
There is a last point to be made concerning the NSPT expansion of the unquenched Langevin equation. In inspecting the structure of
one should keep in mind our rescaling of the time step ǫ ′ = ǫβ which was meant to get a consistent perturbative expansion. Notice that this leaves the fermionic contribution to the drift with an overall β −1 in front. This does not come as a surprise. Once the fermionic degrees of freedom have been integrated, one is left only with the gauge bosons. In the equation of motion for the gluons fermionic contributions enter as loops and to "dress" a gluon one needs at least an order β −1 .
Analysis of simulation times.
We saw in Sec. 3.4 that the simulation time for the pure gauge implementation of NSPT is in good agreement with the expectations: it scales with the volume and is dominated by the order by order multiplications (see Eq. (30)).
Since the unquenched version of the method introduces substantial changes, it is of course compelling to verify what is the impact on the simulation times. This is a good point to comment on our own implementation of NSPT programs. The main NSPT project for Lattice QCD is run on the APE architecture. The first implementation was that of the quenched version on the APE100 family. The unquenched version has been developed on APEmille. Our F F T implementation mimic [34] , which is based on a 1-dim F F T plus transpositions. The latter operation is the one asking for local addressing on a parallel architecture, which made it necessary to wait for APEmille in order to implement unquenched NSPT on APE.
[32] collects some other comments on our APEmille implementation. In the last two years the growth in the computational power available on PC 's made it worth to develop a C ++ implementation which is now run on medium size PC -clusters, usually to assess finite volume effects (we simulate small lattices on PC 's and large lattices on APE ). In Table 1 we make use of timings taken on APE in order to assess what is the overhead in moving from quenched to unquenched NSPT 16 . We report the execution times for a single iteration times the number of processors (formally, a theoretical execution time on a single processor). We are mainly concerned in scaling properties. On a given volume (which in the example of the table is a modest 8 4 ), one can inspect the growth of execution times as the perturbative order grows. Both in the column of the quenched and in the column of the unquenched simulations, the scaling of computational time is again consistent with the fact that order by order multiplications are the dominant operations. On each row this results in a growth in time due to unquenching which is roughly consistent with a factor 5/3. One then wants to understand the dependence on the volume, which is the critical one, given the presence of the determinant: this is exactly the growth which has to be tamed by the F F T . One then compares execution times at a given order on L = 8, L = 16 and L = 32 lattice sizes. Notice the different APEmille configurations: L = 8 is simulated on an APEmille board (for a total of 8 FPU's), while L = 16 on an APEmille unit (32 FPU's) and L = 32 on an APEmille crate (128 FPU's). One easily understands that F F T is doing its job: the simulation time scales with the volume also for the unquenched version of NSPT. The very same emerges also from the (C ++ ) PC -cluster implementation of the programs. As already pointed out for the quenched case, at this level one has only compared crude execution times. In our experience the optimization of the signal to noise ratio asks for smaller values of the Euler time step. We halve the values of time step with respect to the quenched case, which for the computational overhead results in an overall factor 2 on top of the 5/3 coming from the crude execution times measurements. This is anyway a good message: we are talking of a difference with respect to the quenched case which is a factor and not an order of magnitude. Table 2 contains estimates of autocorrelation times for the basic plaquette both in quenched and unquenched case. If one rescales the values keeping into account the time step, the unquenched autocorrelation time appears slightly shorter. Even if this is not conclusive, it is not unreasonable, since the new random field ξ can give an extra contribution to decorrelate two successive configurations. A more complete assessment will be possible after having inspected the errors in a benchmark computation which is the same also reported for the quenched case, i.e. the computation of Wilson loops.
Results in unquenched NSPT
We collect, in the following, a couple of prototype applications of unquenched NSPT: the computations of unquenched Wilson loops and of the (Wilson fermions) critical mass (to be introduced later). Both are presented to order β −3 for the case of Wilson gauge action coupled to two mass degenerate Wilson fermions. The quark masses are put to zero by plugging in the relevant counterterms (more on this in the following). Actual computations were performed on a 32 4 lattice on an APEmille machine in the crate configuration (128 processors for a peak performance of 64 GFlops).
6.1. Unquenched (n f = 2) Wilson loops. In Appendix B we report a table of Wilson loops which are just the same as in Appendix A, but in the unquenched case of two massless Wilson quarks. As in the quenched case, the major physical motivation was the computation of the static potential and the static self-energy [35] . The configurations on which measurements were taken were 200 17 (again, at two different values for the Euler time step). By inspection, the general picture for relative errors does not change with respect to the quenched case.
6.2. The n f = 2 critical mass for Wilson fermions to the third loop. It is well known that the Wilson lattice regularization of fermions breaks chiral symmetry. This comes from the irrelevant term which enters the Dirac operator in order to cure the so called doubling problem. The first net effect is then the appearance of an additive mass renormalization, which is usually referred to as the critical mass.
Let us set up our notations. We write the two points vertex function (the inverse of the quark propagator) as
The previous equations are written in the continuum limit. Σ c is our notation for the critical mass. In our simulations m = 0, so that Σ c is the only contribution along the (Dirac) identity operator. For a = 0, one has 18 Σ c → Σ c +Σ c (pa). By restoring physical dimensions one can inspect the a −1 divergence in Σ c . Because of the power divergence, the perturbative evaluation of the critical mass is not supposed to be good. Therefore this quantity was in a sense a prototype for non perturbative determination of renormalization constants (an additive renormalization, in this case). Still, its perturbative computation has become sort of a benchmark. Two loops results are available [36, 37] so that we have the chance both to check the first and second order and to try to understand what is the effect of the third loop on the (poor) convergence properties of the series.
The computation is performed on sets ranging from 200 to 60 configurations, depending on the value of momentum 19 . These are part of the same configurations database on which also Wilson loops were measured. As already said, the mass of the two quarks was put to zero by plugging in the relevant counterterms. This is a good point to comment on what this means. Once one realizes that there is an additive renormalization entering the stage at one loop, each new result for this additive contribution to the mass has to be taken into account in the computation of higher loops. In conventional, diagrammatic Perturbation Theory this means to take into account new effective vertices (counterterms, actually). NSPT is not different with this respect. The higher the loop order we want to go, the more counterterms we have to plug in coming from lower loops. Since we know the first and second counterterms from [36, 37] , there is no problem in trying to compute the third loop. Also the latter should in turn be plugged in if one wanted to compute the fourth order correction. Notice that plugging the counterterms in results in what one would call a renormalized perturbation theory (with respect to the additive mass renormalization). Since counterterms are taken into account, the result that we obtain for the first and second order of the critical mass is zero, as can be seen from figure 4. This is the way to check that we agree with previous computations at first and second loop level.
In order to compute Σ c we first compute the propagator and then invert it to obtain Γ 2 . From Γ 2 the critical mass is obtained by taking the projection along the (Dirac) identity operator. The computation is performed in the Landau gauge by using the gauge fixing procedure that was explained in section 4.1. The computation of a propagator is the prototype measurement in the fermionic sector of QCD. We know from the Wick theorem that every observable reduces to a combination of inverses of the Dirac operator. This is the case in which the measurement we want is the propagator itself. In NSPT we measure it in momentum space. Since the configuration average will be diagonal in momentum, it suffices to compute on each configuration only diagonal entries of the inverse of M. Of course we still make use of our recursive relations given in Eq. (40) to compute the inverse of M. Actually, 18 Also the tree level mass for a = 0 has an irrelevant contribution due to the Wilson prescription to eliminate doublers: m → m + m W (ap). To shorten the notation in the following we will write Σ c (pa) = Σ c +Σ c (pa), i.e. Σ c will be both the function of pa and its value at pa = 0, which is the relevant, although divergent, physical quantity. 19 This means that we have not evaluated the propagator on all the 200 configurations for all the momenta that are plotted in figures 4 and 5. As it can be inspected, this does not appear manifest in the end, because the quality of errors is quite good. we make use of the recursion given in Eq. (42), since the various entries of the inverse matrix are obtained by operating on sources vectors ξ which are now (Kroneker) δ-functions. This is the trivial observation that the A ij entry of the matrix A can be computed as a scalar product
where the entries of the vector ξ (a) are defined as ξ (a) k = δ ak . We make use of the symmetry properties of the propagator by averaging over the momenta that are connected by hypercubic group transformations. This is not the only reason why the hypercubic symmetry is important. As a matter of fact, in the continuum limit one recovers the O(4) Euclidean c . As in Figure 4 , diamonds are the fitted points (error bars are again very tiny). The point marked as a cross is the extrapolated value. symmetry, i.e. Σ V and Σ S are functions of p 2 (logarithms, actually). At finite values of the lattice spacing only hypercubic symmetry is there and as a consequence the p-expansion for a generic entry of the propagator contains components on all the hypercubic invariants one can construct from powers of p. By restoring physical dimensions one realizes that the expansions are in power of ap. This means that we have a handle on lattice spacing effects and this is the way to look at figures 4 and 5. We write the expansion of the critical mass as
Once again, what we plot in the figures are not the coefficients of this expansion, but those of
c β −2 . These coefficients are zero at first and second order (see figure 4 ), while Σ (3) c is the first non zero coefficient, i.e. the one we are interested in (see figure 5) . Notice that these coefficients are plotted versus (ap)
2 , but, due to the presence of higher orders invariants, they do not appear smooth. Since we are interested in the continuum limit of the computation, what we have to do is to extrapolate the curves to 0. This is done by fitting the data taking into account the hypercubic invariants made of powers of ap. The curves in figure 4 actually extrapolates to numbers of order 10 −3 and 10 −2 . We explicitly checked at one loop level that within errors we exactly reproduce the finite size effects expected on a 32
4 lattice. The goodness of the extrapolation to zero of the first two coefficients (with counterterms taken from an infinite volume computation [36, 37] ) is indeed a good indication on finite volume effects and sensitivity to our choice of infrared regularization (see section 5).
The final result for the third loop of the critical mass for n f = 2 is . The errors are estimated by looking at the stability of the fitted result with respect to varying the number of points included in the fit and the higher orders lattice invariants taken into account. They are only statistical errors, but the finite size effects are expected to be small. In order to inspect the convergence properties of the series (which, as we have already said, are supposed to be poor) one could now try to repeat the analysis contained in [36] , i.e. the comparison of a fixed order in Perturbation Theory with the non perturbative determination of the critical mass. If one for examples tries to perform this little exercise at β = 5.6 using for the non perturbative determination of the critical mass the data in [36] , the ratio of the perturbative result to the non perturbative result raises from 0.55 at first loop to 0.71 at second loop and finally to 0.79 at third loop level. As one knows, results can improve quite a lot moving to boosted perturbation theory. We do not perform this exercise for the critical mass and leave it for the reader, wanting to stress that this is not physically relevant in this case. Still, we want to stress that what we have just presented is only a prototype computation. Actually, by considering the projection of Γ 2 along the γ-matrices, one has access to the field renormalization constant. Preliminary results have been reported in [38] and the complete computation of the latter will be reported together with that of renormalization constants for quark bilinears. For those logarithmically divergent quantities a three loop computation would be certainly useful.
Conclusions
We reviewed the application of Numerical Stochastic Perturbation Theory to Lattice Gauge Theories and discussed the implementation of the method in a Monte Carlo algorithm. We studied the underlying stochastic process and its properties of convergence. In order to assess the efficiency of the method we measured crude execution times and studied the size of the fluctuations for benchmark computations. After touching the subject of gauge fixed computations and expansions around non trivial vacua, we discussed the inclusion of dynamical fermions. We stressed that in this perturbative approach they are not so computationally expensive as in the non-perturbative case. We presented as benchmark unquenched computations a large set of Wilson loops and the critical mass of Wilson fermions to the third loop.
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